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Described as a “star in the making” 
since taking Silk in 2015, Duncan is 
much in demand for his advocacy and 
opinion in a broad spectrum of criminal 
and regulatory work, and in particular 
cases of homicide, terrorism, health 
and safety, and financial and corporate 
crime, both at first instance and in 
appellate proceedings.

Criminal Litigation
As Treasury Counsel since 2009 and Senior Treasury 
Counsel since 2015, Duncan has appeared in numerous 
complex and high profile homicide cases, which in recent 
times have involved issues of contested medical causation, 
diminished responsibility and child-death. Duncan 
has a particular specialty in cases of gross negligence 
manslaughter, deaths in the context of health and safety 
regulation and deaths of persons in residential care or state 
detention.

Duncan also appears in cases of serious fraud and 
corruption, and has acted in both an advisory capacity and 
as an advocate for News UK, in the so called ‘hacking’ 
trials, for a UK FTSE company (GSK), and for senior 
executives in the international banking sector.

Appellate Work
Duncan appears regularly in the Court of Appeal and in the 
Administrative Court, for example in Johnson and Wang 
Yam, and has appeared on a number of occasions before 
the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords and latterly 
the Supreme Court, for example in Jogee (secondary 
liability) and Gul (definition of terrorism).

Homicide
Duncan has successfully acted in murder, manslaughter 
and attempted murder trials of all varieties, including cases 
of loss of control, self-defence, diminished responsibility, 
multi-handed ‘gang’ killings, juvenile defendants and cases 
with complex medical or other expert evidence. High-profile 
cases in his career have included the prosecution of Levi 
Bellfield for the murder of Milly Dowler, the death of a child 
in Baker and Wiltshire, and historic homicde allegations in 
Trigg.

Terrorism
Duncan has an extensive experience of involvement in the 
whole gamut of counter-terrorism prosecutions, having 
in the course of his career appeared as Leading, Junior 
and Sole Counsel in high profile terrorism-related cases, 
including Khyam (the “fertiliser bomber” case), Boular (a 
plot for attacks in Westminster and at the British Museum) 
and Renshaw (a neo-Nazi plot to kill an MP).

Health and Safety and Regulatory
Duncan has been instructed both in an advisory capacity 
and as an advocate in cases relating to breaches of Health 
and Safety and Environmental Protection legislation, both 
in criminal and inquest proceedings. Recent/ongoing cases 
included Adsett (corporate offending and manslaughter) 
and the Didcot power station collapse.

Fraud and Corporate Crime
Duncan has built up considerable experience in cases of 
serious and complex fraud and corruption, including cases 
involving the Serious Fraud Office, HMRC, tand he Financial 
Conduct Authority. Recent cases have involved Libor and 
corruption allegations relating to Saudi Arabia.

Cybercrime
Duncan has been at the forefront of this developing area 
of criminal litigation. He acted from an early stage in an 
advisory capacity in Operation “Ore”, the international 
investigation of the incitement to supply indecent images 
of children, and continues to advise in relation to digital 
disclosure issues.

Public and Administrative Law
Duncan is regularly instructed in relation to proceedings by 
way of judicial review, acting both in pre-action litigation 
and in the Administrative Court.

“Impressive performer and a good 
leader”        (Chambers & Partners)

“A fantastic advocate, hugely 
respected by the courts”             
            (Legal 500)


